KING’S COLLEGE LONDON ENGINEERS’ ASSOCIATION

    Minutes of the KCLEA Committee Meeting held on 

                                          15th October 2020
Because of the current restrictions the meeting was again held “on line”

Those participating
David Blacoe


         
President

Chris Bowden                               Secretary
Keith Newton

Graham Raven                             Membership Secretary

John Thomson                             Treasurer and Webmaster
Mike Clode                                   King’s Engineer Bulletin Editor
Jonny Dixon

Bobby Dixit

Lai Cheung

Nicholas St. Hill

Tiarna Lee                                   KCLES President                          
Vanessa Igodifo                          KCLES Vice President
Tiarna and Vanessa were welcomed to the meeting

1)    Apologies
Received from Professor Shollock and Ted Willis
2)    Approval of the minutes of the last meeting (16th July 2020)
These were approved. It was confirmed that items had been actioned, though the ongoing pandemic situation had necessitated some changes in plan.

3)   Developments within the Department of Engineering

     The recent Webinar (which was recorded and the weblink distributed to the Committee).           included an update. Target numbers of applications, for both undergrad and postgrad levels, in the new academic year had been exceeded and the General Engineering course is in good demand.
        On line teaching procedures are working well
4)    Briefing from KCLES on the new academic year
Tiarna provided a summary. Fewer new members have joined this year, probably due to there being no freshers’ fair. It is intended to develop the “buddy” system for the first year. As regards events it is intended to arrange talks from lecturers and a quiz.
Naturally it has been difficult to socialize though a “virtual” freshers’ welcome was maintained.

It was suggested that an informal note could be sent to Professor Shollock asking for the staff    to encourage links to KCLES for the new General Engineering course students.
                                                                              Action D.Blacoe

Naturally the social side of things has been difficult, bearing in mind the maximum number of participants who can benefit from a virtual meeting.

It is hoped that there can be more social events in the next semester.

Keith suggested that students could prepare and present papers in line with the founding aims of the Society.
Mike asked if the KCLES President could provide an item for the Bulletin saying how students are coping with the present situation. Tiarna kindly agreed to provide a summary.
                                                                              Action T.Lee

Graham asked if a few words about the KCLEA could be included in a KCLES meeting (presumably virtual at the moment)

                                                                             Action D.Blacoe, T.Lee
Bobby Dixit kindly offered to give a talk to the KCLES. This was welcomed by Tiarna. Bobby to send details.

                                                                             Action B.Dixit
5)   Bursaries and Medals
It was reported that there had been a bundle of applications, the 26th. October being the deadline for submission. It is planned that the winners will be announced at our AGM.
It is still intended that two medals be awarded at the prize giving, one for a bio-medical engineering student and one for an electronic engineering student.

As before it is intended that top marks will be the criteria. David to contact Professor Shollock

regarding the arrangements.

                                                                        Action D.Blacoe
John queried the tally for the stock of medals. We currently have 6 uninscribed blanks and will soon need to order some more.

Mike commented that students prefer a medal to money and Tiarna agreed

                                                                        Action M.Clode
6) KCLEA events
a)  AGM

      David has prepared a draft invitation, for issue via the Alumni Office and the Bulletin      distribution list.  Zoom link with polling option to be set up and included in the invitation.
                                                                             Action J.Dixon

            Keith suggested that we need to emphasize our recognition of the fact that Bio-Medical

      Engineering kept things afloat during the “interim years”
      Although he has held office for the prescribed two years it was suggested that we should pass a special resolution at the AGM to the effect that that, due to the consequences of Covid, David could continue as President for a further year, 
b) 2021 Annual Lecture

As it is highly likely that this will be via webinar then the location of the speaker may not be a critical factor. Keith offered some potential candidates, but these would need further investigation.
                                                                    Action K.Newton.
It was suggested that our first approach should be to Professor Makatsoris, inviting him to

present a lecture on “sustainable manufacturing”. David to take this proposal forward.

                                                                    Action D.Blacoe
7)   Website, Membership Communication and King’s Engineer Bulletin
      Keith explained how he had found a significant number of contacts for alumni in the final 4 decades of the past century, using the Linkedin platform. The problem of getting these incorporated into the Alumni Office data base was discussed. Graham agreed to forward a sample of these contacts to the AO to check out if this can be done.

                                                                            Action G.Raven

     Mike advised that the input deadline for the next Bulletin is 27th. October, with the aim to issue it in early November to include the details for the AGM.
8)   Finances and Investment Fund.
     John confirmed that he is in regular contact with David Sheridan as the new “Examiner” for the accounts to the end of June 2020. The Examiner’s Report should be ready in time for the AGM.

     Mike confirmed that payment of the 2020 Bursaries will be split between the Bursary Fund and the Nationwide account.
9)  AOB

   Keith advised that the cost for framing the Max Lipman painting is £120 each. The meeting agreed that the task group of Keith/Chris/John were authorised to spend £250 to complete it.

    Mike was asked to submit nominations for the 13 Club Trophy award in line with the original   precept.
Action M.Clode
10)   Date of next meeting.

        14th. January 2021 was agreed.
