
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
HELD ON FRIDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2020 
                     Due to current restrictions the meeting was a virtual one via “zoom”                   
Those participating
Graham Raven, Chris Bowden, John Thomson, Keith Newton, Mike Clode, Lai Cheung, David Blacoe, Bill Shepherd, David Sheridan, Stephen Jefferis, Tiarna Lee, Liz Beckman, Peter Gould, Tim La Touche, Michael Jefferies, Stephen Oates, John Kennedy, Professor Shollock, John Burton, Jonny Dixon
1.0 Apologies for absence
Bobby Dixit
2.0 Minutes of the 2019 AGM
These were approved.
3.0 Matters arising
None
4.0 Officers’ Reports
Our President, David Blacoe, presented his report which was as follows:-
We commenced the past academic year with the awards of two undergraduate bursaries of £1000. Also at the NMS Prize Giving Ceremony, we presented two academic achievement medals, one in Biomedical Engineering and the other in Electronic Engineering.
The Annual Lecture, entitled “We start… but do we finish?” was given by David Sheridan on 26th February, highlighting the many challenges of converting the innovation of British engineering into commercial reality. He also offered encouragement on the way ahead, using his considerable experience in scaling up small enterprises into larger ones. David graduated in 1972 from King’s in Electrical & Electronic Engineering before transitioning as a Chartered Accountant in his family business.
Our Annual Engineers’ Lunch was due to be held on 13th June in Bush House, but the pandemic eliminated that possibility. All future events are now on indefinite hold.
We continue to nurture a close support of KCLES, following the election of their new officers earlier this year. They have a comprehensive plan for events, even though currently they are being held remotely. 
More details of KCLEA activities are available in the “King’s Engineer Bulletin – Autumn 2020”, which can be downloaded from our website www.kclea.org.uk.
I would like to close by expressing my sincere thanks for the support and hard work by the Officers and Committee members on your behalf throughout this past year.
5.0 Accounts including the Trustees’ Report
        Our Treasurer, John Thomson, thanked David Sheridan for his work as our Independent Examiner. John then summarised our General Accounts. 
        For 2020 the surplus of income over expenditure was £3,758. This compared with £1,219 in 2019
        Total net assets for 2020 were £56,685 This included £40,977 in the M&G Dividend Fund and £9,855 in the Nationwide account. For 2019 the corresponding figures were £63,979, £52.028 and £6,537.
       On behalf of the Trustees Mike Clode summarised the details of the KCLEA Bursary Fund (administered by the College). The fund’s market value was £54,335 as at 31st July 2020. The comparable figure for 2019 was £56,078. The investment income received was £1,749 compared with £4,933 for 2019. 
6.0 Nomination and Election of Officers and Committee Members
     Due to the current situation our President, David Blacoe, had indicated his willingness to remain in office for another year. This was agreed via a special resolution.

    All other officers, with the exception of Ted Willis (Our Events’ Secretary) indicated their willingness to re-stand and are eligible to do so. Ted Willis was thanked for the work that he had done.
   Prior to the meeting Bobby Dixit had agreed to be nominated for the role of Events’ Secretary and this was formally accepted.

   Graham Raven invited members to join the Committee. Liz Beckman asked if she could be on the circulation list for the minutes of committee meetings.

7.0  Update on Engineering at King’s

    Professor Shollock presented a summary. The academic year has got off to a good start. Undergraduate admissions, at 170, exceeded the target of 160. Understandably, at the moment, much activity is on line and at home. A number of design projects were outlined. There has been a guest speaker on design and the opportunity for students to make a video of the product of their design project. Lab at home kits have also been issued.

   There has been the opportunity for students in the London area to come into College on a Friday and there have been some practical and laboratory sessions on campus.

   There are also more post graduate students than planned and many industrially led projects.

  A number of new staff have joined the department, bringing with them a wide range of skills and experience.

  There have been some delays in the construction work under the Quad. but it is anticipated that work will be completed in 2022.

  Bio-medical engineering academics are provided some additional help.

  We were encouraged to hear that the new Dean is fully supportive of Engineering and the incoming President has a good understanding of where Engineering fits within a world class university.
8.0 KCLEA

a) The Annual Lecture
As mentioned in the President’s report the 2020 Lecture was delivered by David Sheridan.

It was suggested that Professor Makatsoris be invited to present the 2021 Lecture with a topical theme related to the sustainable manufacture of vaccines. It is likely that this will be presented virtually via a webinar. David Blacoe offered to progress things.
b) The Annual Lunch
Due to the current situation there was no lunch this year.  Hopefully it will be possible to arrange one in 2021.
c) Communication with Members
The regular issues of the Bulletin have helped. Graham Raven offered to discuss with Agnes Kwong as to how the Alumni office could assist. Our website also provides another means of communication.
9.0  KCLES
       Tiarna Lee, the President of the KCLES, presented a summary. This included collaboration with the Robotics Society and various talks, one to be given by Bobby Dixit. A quiz is also being organised. At the moment it is proving difficult to get students to engage. There is an online forum to give advice to students and a virtual forum to encourage networking.
10.0 Bursaries

The bursaries have been awarded to Raimon Pujol I Vila and Ioana Sandu.
11.0 Medals

The winners are Natascha Hirschmugl Lemos for Biomedical and Zara Lim for Electronic Engineering.
12.0 The 13 Club Trophy

This was awarded to Bill Shepherd and the 1973 Civils which included Michael Jefferies and Stephen Oates
13.0 AOB

Stephen Oates queried where the Prize money, donated by engineering alumni, had gone to. To be followed up.
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